Cases of rupture of the heart are scarcely so common as to warrant their dismissal in a private memorandum, and thus probably be relegated for ever to the practitioner's "limbo of forgotten things;" yet though occasional only in their occurrence, scattered through medical libraries the record of such cases is so vast that, as an esteemed professional friend suggests, " He who would go over the whole literature of the subject would be pretty well advanced in life before he could complete the study." Happening but seldom, the physician feels it his duty to place his observation of such cases on record; hence this communication, and hence, doubtless, the multiplicity of references and the relatively extensive
witnessed, and was afforded the opportunity of examining post-mortem. It Pathologists agree that rupture without previous lesion of the heart is very uncommon. In the case before us fatty degeneration was doubtless the chief predisposing factor, and may likely enough have been the actual determining cause, for it was, perhaps, owing to the fatty state of the muscles that the extreme tenuity of the walls of the auricle was due. It may, however, with equal probability be supposed that this condition was produced by a partial laceration of muscular fibres taking place at the various thin parts, and just leaving the pericardium intact, a circumstance of singular frequency in cases of this kind. 
